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         BWVRA

  NEWSLETTER

Volume One Number One June 2005

Welcome to our first Bloor West           Village Monthly Newsletter!
We live in a wonderful, unique neighbourhood.  It is home to splendid green spaces, strong recreation facilities, houses of impressive design, a charming commercial district, excellent access to public transit and activist residents.

It is that activism which has brought our Association together.  We needed and deserved a forum to share information and ideas and to discuss and debate important issues, all aimed at making our wonderful neighbourhood even stronger. 

Your executive has been hard at work since our founding meeting by engaging members and the broader community in a discussion as to how we can achieve that stronger Bloor West Village neighbourhood.  This newsletter is a part of this strategy. It is designed to keep members updated on issues and events of importance to this neighbourhood.  This issue includes reports on various facets of the organization, including policy initiatives, a message from our local police division and a review of our very successful first Town Hall meeting held on May 24th on “Shaping our Neighbourhood”.  

We invite your feedback to this newsletter, or on any other issues related to this Association or this community.  Please send comments to info@bwvra.ca or call me at 416-769-7987.

Regards,

Chris Holcroft, Vice Chair Communications

YOUR EXECUTIVE

Chair:  GREGORY HAMARA
email:  greg.hamara@sympatico.ca            Phone: 416 762-5572
Provides leadership within the Association, chairs meetings, Association contact for external organizations 

Vice-Chair and Communications:   CHRISTOPHER HOLCROFT  Christopher@mediaprofile.com                   Phone: 416-769-7987
Manages the process of recommending ideas, and contacting and securing guest speakers, for public meetings, assists Chair with leadership role, writes materials for the Association and serves as media spokesperson 

Secretary-Treasurer: JILL MARZETTI marzmac@sympatico.ca
Manages finances of the Association, takes minutes at the meetings 

Policy: MERRIL MASCARENHAS merril@rogers.blackberry.net
Maintains awareness, conducts research and prepares proposals on issues affecting the Association 

Membership: STEVE McNALLY  smcnally@rogers.com
Keeps track of the Association's membership, keeping lists and communicating with them 

 

OFFICERS-AT-LARGE

BOB BOROSKI
TOM DAVIDSON
TERRY GRAHAM
PETER HAMIWKA
LARRY HOFFMAN
ROBYN KALDA
DIANNE KWOK
PAUL NIELSEN
MICHAEL PASZTOR
EVELYN SOMMERS
MARK WARRACK
JAY ZIMMERMAN 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEES

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

The Communications Working Group has been active in keeping our members informed of the activities of the Association as well as of issues or events of interest to the community. We’ve been doing this through e-mail updates and our web site, and now this monthly newsletter that will be available electronically or in paper form for those that do not have access to e-mail. We have also been receiving significant media coverage of our activities. We’re open to new ideas to better communicate with each other and the broader community – please feel free to contact me at 416-769-7987. 

Chris Holcroft

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
 

Paid membership in the BWVRA stands at 120 after the meeting of May 24th, at which more than 20 people signed up.   The Association plans to embark on a membership drive, enlisting the help of our existing members, in order to ensure the viability of the BWVRA.  We rely on annual dues ($10) to cover the expenses of informing members, conducting public meetings and maintaining a website.  But, equally important, we rely on ideas and talents from the Bloor West Village community to determine what should be done to keep our neighbourhood vital and appealing. 
Steve McNally

OPERATIONS REPORT
The role of the operations group is to book the meeting space, set it up appropriately, and to run the postering and distribution of flyers which advertise our events.  Many thanks to the over thirty persons who have helped with this to date.  More volunteers are always welcome.  Distribution takes about three hours to do one route.  A small subgroup is working on bylaws for the RA.  We hope to have those ready for September.

Jill Marzetti

POLICY REPORT

The role of the Policy Working Group is to maintain awareness, conduct research and prepare proposals on issues affecting the Association. We received over 100 suggestions from BWVRA members. These relate to good, timely information, request report-backs from public representatives, lobby government, provide a clear liaison to City Hall, represent community in official processes, OMB and help sustain a prized neighbourhood. Based on your feedback, we have created four focus areas for policy: Planning/Development, Neighbourhood Character, Services, and Environment/Traffic.  We ranked issues/opportunities based on feedback from the BWVRA Members and BWVRA Officers-at-Large.  Areas identified for further work were (1) Review of BIA sponsored Urban Visioning Study done by the Urban Planning Institute (2) address concerns regarding sidewalks and litter (3) initiate a dialogue with Neighbourhood watch and law enforcement (4) prepare a strategy to maintain and improve tree coverage (5) assess the impact of the new Walmart on truck traffic on Runnymede.  We will report to you over the next few months regarding progress on these projects.
Merril Mascarenhas
OUR FIRST 

TOWN-HALL MEETING:

SHAPING OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

Over 100 residents attended the association’s first town-hall meeting on May 24. The theme of the evening was Shaping Our Neighbourhood, and we were privileged to hear four insightful and thought-provoking presentations, followed by a stimulating question and discussion period. 

The four panelists come from varying backgrounds, but they brought one clear, common message: Be involved in the future of your community. 

John Bentley Mays, The Globe and Mail’s architecture critic, kicked off the presentations with a question: What makes neighbourhoods strong? John’s answer: Not the conventional formula of green spaces or efficient transport. Important as those may be, the critical catalyst bringing a neighbourhood together is danger – real or perceived. John cited the example of how the menace of the proposed Spadina expressway galvanized residents of the Annex in the early 70s.

“What is it that you’re most afraid of in Bloor West Village?” John asked, urging us to think long and hard about the answer as the best way of identifying our common values. 

Pointing to the controversy over the proposed high-rise development at the corner of Bloor Street and Bedford Road, John predicted that pressure would grow right along Bloor Street for higher buildings and greater density, especially near subway stations. What should our reaction be? Should we stand our ground, or seize the initiative by developing urban planning solutions for Bloor West Village? “John’s advice is straightforward: “Every one of you has to become an urban planner and an expert”.  

Gregg Lintern, director of community planning for Toronto’s west district, provided some valuable insights into the urban planning process. He noted the delicate balance that the city seeks to achieve between private and public interests, but observed that “the challenge of striking that balance has only become more complex”. He compared a neighbourhood to a forest, which is not only the sum of its individual trees, but also a product of outside economic, social and environmental forces. Planners need to consider the health of the entire urban region. 

In Gregg’s view, the most valuable contribution that residents can make to the planning process is to provide information, “whether rational or emotional”. Any planning decision which has not been through the “flaming hoop” of community consultation is unlikely to be well-considered. “By-laws can be changed, and can be challenged”, he noted. 

Gregg also provided a fascinating snapshot of Ward 13, which takes in Bloor West Village. The ward has a population of about 50,000, little changed over the past five years. While the baby-boomer and youth population has grown, there are fewer children and seniors. About 44% of the ward’s population has moved here during the past five years, and almost a third live in buildings taller than five storeys. Some 70% have a university or college education, an unusually high figure. Last year, 297 building permits were granted in the ward. As Gregg put it, “there’s a lot going on in this neighbourhood”.

Kathy Kennedy, co-chair of the Business Improvement Association and manager of the Scotiabank branch in the Village, updated us on the BIA’s achievements, challenges and plans. The association currently has 400 members and an annual budget of about $250,000. While much of its work still centres on sprucing up and promoting the business area, Kathy stressed that “we want to go beyond the banners and baskets, beyond the obvious things”.

Among BIA projects in the pipeline:

· A campaign to make the Village a destination for others in the city. As Kathy put it, “We want people to come and see how special Bloor West Village is”.

· A series of smaller events during the year, rather than a single huge one. As many as five or six festivals may be feasible. A fall fashion show and jazz bands for the summer festival are under consideration.   

· The BIA is working with the city on plans to install copper gas lamps along Bloor Street. Some form of solar-powered lighting is also being examined.

· Putting up hanging flower baskets along Bloor Street.

· The BIA’s new website – www.bloorwestvillage.ca.

Kathy’s parting message: “The merchants on Bloor Street need you. It’s been a long, hard, cold winter!”

Finally, Jennifer Keesmaat, a partner at Office for Urbanism, led us through the Bloor West Village Urban Design Study, commissioned by the Business Improvement Association in response to the proposed Humber Odeon development. The study, complete with photos, maps and diagrams, gives a detailed description of the strengths and shortcomings of the Bloor West Village shopping district, and describes potential opportunities and pitfalls for the future. To read or download the study, go to the link on our website: www.bwvra.ca


Jennifer’s message was, in essence: Be prepared for change. Change is not only inevitable, but desirable. The question is whether we will be in a position to negotiate for the changes they want. To ensure that we are, the starting point is to determine what makes a community unique. Once that has been nailed down, the community will have a much better idea of which changes are acceptable, and which are not. 

What’s the next step? Jennifer spelt out three options: the BIA could recommend that the study be considered as the basis for a policy document; or it could be the subject of further consultation; or another study could be commissioned to set out specific design guidelines appropriate for each site in the Village. Whatever the case, Jennifer concluded that “it’s in the hands of the BIA and the steering committee to push this forward and to champion how it goes from here”.

Judging by the applause for the panelists and the number of audience members who signed up as BWVRA members, the evening was a grand success. 

We look forward to an even bigger turnout at the next town-hall meeting on June 20. The  guest speaker will be David Miller, who is not only our mayor but also a fellow-resident of Bloor West Village. Full details at www.bwvra.ca.     

 Bernard Simon

Greetings from No. 11 Division

The staff of No. 11 Division would like to congratulate the BWVRA on the  formation of your new association. We would also like to take this opportunity to tell you about a new service available to you provided by the Toronto Police Service.

There is now a website accessible to anyone who is  interested in receiving community safety bulletins, crime alerts, news releases, other police related information and much more.  All you need is a computer and an internet connection.

To have community alerts sent directly to your e-mail address or to just visit the website please search for www.torontopolice.on.ca. Once you find this double click it and you will be at the home page.  On the left hand side of the page you will find the title "Community Safety" below this you will find subtitles. Look for the subtitle "Police Stations" and single click it. This will open a web page entitled "Policing Operations Command."  Different divisions are listed on the right hand side of this page. If you single click on 11 Division you will open the 11 Division web page.  In the top right corner you will find "sign up for community alerts". Single click this.  You will now be shown a page entitled "Toronto Police Service Mailing Lists" directly below the title are the words "Sign-up".  Single click sign-up and you will go to the sign-up form where you will fill in the blanks and select the  mailing lists you wish to receive. You will then be enrolled and will begin to receive e-mails.

Please let family and friends know about our website and encourage them to sign up. Knowledge is power.

P.C. Russ Golding

Community Relations

Eleven Division

Editor’s Note

Thank  you for reading our first ever BWVRA newsletter.  We plan to publish once a month.  So much has happened and continues to happen since we came to existence this Spring: working groups are now meeting regularly discussing and seeking to resolve the issues which affect us all, our town hall community meetings are going strong and our membership continues to grow.  We have enjoyed some success and our greatest success has been the energy and enthusiasm of all our members, working to maintain a vibrant and exciting Bloor West Village.

We enjoyed our first Town Hall meeting and on June 20 at Runnymede United Church we will be hosting our Mayor and Bloor West Village resident, David Miller.  If you have any comments, questions, stories or announcements of interest for our community, send them to me, Larry Hoffman.  My address is authorslhoffman@cs.com.
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